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March  Sidebar 2016 

When we look into the heart, may our eyes have the kindness and 

reverence of candlelight. 

By the time you receive this copy of The Herald we will be nearly a 

week in to our holy season called Lent.  Lent is a forty day period      

beginning on Ash Wednesday leading to Easter Sunday.  Since Sunday 

is commonly known as “Resurrection Day” those Sundays in Lent are not counted in 

the forty days.  It is a time for reflection and repentance, contemplation and            

self-examination.  This Lent I am inviting you to be in attendance each Sunday as we 

celebrate the mystery of God with us. 

We will focus on Chapter 9 of John’s Gospel taking a portion each Sunday and       

examining the text through the sermon.   John’s ninth chapter is about the Man 

Born Blind.  This is one of the seven signs of Jesus recorded in John’s gospel.  The 

physical healing is actually a healing of spiritual blindness that restores the man to 

wellness.  Signs (not miracles) point us to a direction! 

In my work with healing trauma wounds there are three essential components for 

wellness; Ritual, healing, and community (Malidome Partice Some’ in The Healing 

Power of Africa).  The story of the Man Born Blind references all three essential 

components and as we read and understand this story we see our own blindness and 

our need for healing and restoration.  John’s Gospel will be shared in these            

segments: 

February 14    Chapter 9:1-7       “The Limits of Our Tradition” 

February 21    Chapter 9:8-12    “The Community’s Blindness” 

February 28   Chapter 9:13-23  “The Blindness of the Religious Authorities” 

March 6    Chapter 9:24-34  “The Confession” 

March 13  Chapter 9:35-41   “The New Community” 

March 20  Palm Sunday         “Triumph and Passion” 

We also acknowledge our proper place in God’s creation.  The place God has given 

us; not given us by others or degrees or accomplishments,  but by God remembering 

that we are dust and to dust we shall return; our soul belongs to God. 

 

May God bless and keep you. 

Love, 

Dr. John 
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Hello Friends, 

We are a couple of weeks into this Lenten season and working our way to that glorious Easter 

morning!  This is traditionally a time that many people  “give up” something for  40 days, and    

others attempt to “take on” something.  Some “take on” practices such as spending more time with 

family, writing a card to someone each day, or reading Scripture daily.  I myself will be “taking on” 

reading through a book of the Bible and studying it in depth. It’s a wonderful way to study      

Scripture and delve into the foundation of our faith and I encourage you to try it!  

In the next few weeks, I invite you to challenge yourself to read one book of the Bible.  Any book! It can be as 

long as Psalms (150 Chapters, 2,464 verses, 43,743 words) or as short as 3 John (1 chapter, 14 verses, 299 

words).  If you don’t think you have any time, I suggest 3 John. It will take you 5 minutes. Tops!   

This season, I am reading the Book of Genesis.  I have read it many times before, but 

each time I am drawn to a new story or character, and my eyes are opened to seeing 

new truths being revealed.  As Christians, we are representing our faith at all times. As 

we follow Christ and live out our beliefs, we should know the teachings and stories 

that make up our foundation  in order to truly accept them, and live them out.  Some-

times, the church tends to favor the New Testament over the Old, which results in a  

lack of awareness of all of the wonderful stories of faith and grace which Jesus pointed to so often in His    

ministry.  Christ found it very important to refer back to the Prophets and the oral stories passed down through 

the generations, because there is great value in them.   

In Genesis, we see that issues we have today in our culture, such as stealing, greed, jealousy, trickery, murder, 

and more, are problems which humans have been wrestling with since the beginning of time.  If you want   

drama, this book is where it is at!  And we also see hope, joy, forgiveness, promises kept, reconciliation,    

miracles, and blessings.  Through all the ups and downs of human life, God is ever present, wanting to be in 

relationship with God’s people.  I encourage you to read this book. It is wonderful, exciting, and action-

packed!   

You may choose to read another book of the Bible and I am excited to hear which one you pick.                   

Are you surprised about the stories told?  Are you learning something about God through your readings?     

Did you learn something about yourself?   

When reading portions of Scripture, we are often filled with questions. And I encourage you to ask questions!   

Let us journey together as we explore this sacred text.  Perhaps I will be able to shed light on a few things, or 

provide more insight into what they mean, and at other times, we both may wonder at the mystery within the 

text.  It is truly a living document, where when reading, we  bring all of our ideas, experiences, and insight. I 

pray that God speaks to you through these stories and you feel closer to your faith ancestors, who like you, 

were in relationship to our Creator.  May your reading deepen your faith and enliven your life.   

              

   

 

Blessings and Lenten peace,   

 Pastor Sarah 
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March 4– (6:00-8:30PM)  IRISH THEMED TRIVIA NIGHT (Mission Fundraising)  

We will be making pizzas and hosting a Trivia Night to raise money for our Mission Trip.  Come 
wearing a green shirt.  

 

March 6- (4:00-5:30PM)  MARCH MADNESS 

 Come for a night all about basketball!  Wear your favorite basketball team’s jersey or your local 
shirt too!  

 

March 13- (11:30AM-2PM)  FUNERAL  TOUR 

 All students in Confirmation and High School are invited to tour Donovan’s funeral home. 

There will be a presentation on what happens when someone dies and how the community 

and church care for the loved ones.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn about what hap-

pens at a funeral if you have not yet been to one. This opportunity will hopefully take away any 

fear and leave you with peace about death, dying and the grieving process.  *this is open to 

parents as well* 

 

March 20- (4:00-5:30PM)  ST. PATRICK’S DAY THEME 

 Come play Irish themed games as we learn about St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. 

High School Schedule 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

College Scholarships for high school students, college students and adults pursuing continuing 

education.  Applications will be available on Sunday, March 6th. Please make sure to pick 

yours up.   The deadline to return them to the office is April 24th.  

CONFIRMATION II: BOSTON TOUR MEETING 

We will have our second Boston Tour Meeting on 

Sunday, February 28th at 9:00AM. This will go over 

any   additional information we need to hand out, give 

you an opportunity to ask more questions, and go over 

our final plans. Look forward to seeing you there!  
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Middle School Fellowship 

Middle school fellowship has a packed few weeks.  Please mark your calendar and we will see you 
there.  Thursday youth group time is 6-7:15 pm; we will see you there. 
February 18- Fellowship 
February 25- NO FELLOWSHIP 
February 26- Tubing Lock IN @ 7 PM 
March 3- Fellowship- TBA 
March 4- St. Patty’s Day Trivia family night.  Tickets sold in Atrium Sunday morning 
March 10- Fellowship- friendship week- bring a friend with you 
March 17- Fellowship- Luck of the Irish 
March 24- NO FELLOWSHIP, Spring Break 
March 31- Fellowship- Beach ball volleyball 

 

Middle School Tubing Lock-In 

Our annual Tubing Lock-In is on February 26-27.  We will come to the church at 7 
PM, play games, eat food, go tubing, and play more games.  To make this happen, 
we need adults to help.    I have no volunteers at this time.  I need at least 2 adults 
to offer to spend the night.  I also need drivers to the Brandywine tubing.  Reser-
vations are a must since we have to prepay.  Please sign up on the bulletin 
board.  The cost is $25 per person. 

 

February Faith and Family 

Homemade Pizza and Movie Night 

Faith and Family is open to anyone.  We have children from middle school to 3 year olds join 
us for family activities.  This ministry is about brining everyone together to celebrate family 
time with faithful people.  Come join us for homemade pizza and movie night on February 19 
@ 6:00 pm.  Come to the church and make your own pizza and watch Inside Out.  Very fun, 
relaxed evening with your family.  You might want to bring a comfortable chair or sleeping 
bag and pillow as we will watch it in the fellowship hall.  Wearing your PJs would be fun too.  
Please RSVP by signing up in the Atrium by February 17.   

March Faith and Family 

St Patty’s Day Family Trivia 

The youth group is having a family trivia night on March from 7:00- 8:30pm.  We are encourag-
ing everyone to come join the fun.  There will be homemade pizza, trivia questions for all ages.  Tickets 
sold February 21 and 28-$10/ adult and $5/ child under age 8 (family max is $30).  So put on your green 
gear and bring the luck of the Irish with you.   

  “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

 

First Communion 

First Congregational Church has stepping stones in children’s faith journey and one of 
those is First Communion.  In 4

th
 grade, we offer 2 classes with the pastors or Wendy 

Brown teaching the children about communion- what it is, what it means, symbolism, 
last supper and how we take communion.  Then on the first Sunday in March, we have 
the children take communion with their parents in the sanctuary.  If your child would like 

to take part in the classes and communion, please let Wendy Brown know.  The classes are February 
21 and 28 at 9:15 am in Dr. John’s office.  On March 6, we ask that the parents and the child come to 
the sanctuary at 9:15 to practice the morning partaking of communion.  If you have any questions, 
please see Wendy. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
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Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the comforting cards and prayers sent to the Kalbfleisch family during John’s 
illness and passing.  We have suffered a great loss but God will get us through our sorrow.  
Dr. John & Rev. Sarah’s visits to the hospital were special.  The beautiful plant was greatly 
appreciated and will live on keeping John's memory alive.  I’m pleased to be a member of 
such a wonderful congregation.  God Bless You!   Dorothy 
 

Thank you so very much for the planter on the alter the day we celebrated Jack’s life.  He loved his church 
and appreciated all of you and the love and prayers, through the difficult times.                                                         
Shirley Gron.  Kim Gron-Carlson, Mike Gron 
 
Dear friends at First Congregational Church and WJHM,  Thanks to your generosity when veterans experi-
ence homelessness living in the Portage county area and across Ohio turn to freedom House for help, we 
are here to give them the critical programs and support that they so desperately need.  Thank you for your 
generosity during this holiday season.  May you be blessed with a happy, peace-filled new year.                              
With heartfelt Thanks, Colleen Reaman Program Manager, Freedom House. 

 
This year’s Sub Sale was a HUGE success! Thanks to your purchases and contributions, we raised 
$1000.76.  We were also able to donate subs to the Tallmadge Fire Station, Tallmadge Police    
Department, Freedom House and more. We are so blessed to have your support! 

New Sunday School class for adults 

Looking for a Sunday school class?  The new video based discussion for adults will continue in 
the library at 9 a.m.  The next topic begins March 6th and runs for five weeks.  The new series, 
“Faith Lessons on the Early Church,”  will examine the culture, history, and geography of five 
cities where first century churches began.  The series is filmed on location in Israel and         
Turkey.  You may want to pick up a copy of the participant’s guide (It costs about $10.) but you 
do not need a book to participate.   Come watch the video each week and join in the             
discussion led by Rev. Judy Hamrick 

 

 

 

CHERUB CHOIR NEWS 

The Cherub Choir is singing  Sunday Feb.28, 2016 during the 10:00 am worship              
service.  Karen Jones will be directing the choir.  She has taught the children sign language 
for this song.   

We are not singing during the month of March because the 4th Sunday is Easter Sunday.  In April, we are singing for 
Choir Appreciation Sunday on April 17, and also on Sunday April 24, which will be our last time to sing until September. 
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FUNDRAISERS 

St. Patty’s Day Trivia Night 

March 4th  7-8:30 pm 

Open to ALL ages!     Tickets go on sale on February 21st. 

Come join us for a fun night of pizza, trivia, and prizes! 

There will be questions for every generation! It doesn’t matter if you are 5 or 95, there will be trivia 
questions that only you may have the answer to! 

Pizza, soda and dessert will be served.   

Adults $10         Children $5       Maximum Family $30 

Let’s see if you have the luck of the Irish and win a prize! 

All proceeds will go toward the Intergenerational Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement in Frakes, KY. 

Use your old worn out clothing and cloth items to help us help others! 

Planning on doing Spring Cleaning at your house?  Let us help! 

There will be an Easter Seals Container in the  church parking lot from 

Saturday, March 5th through Sunday, March  13th  

to collect items for donation. 

We will get money for each pound of donated items. 

 The money will go to support our Mission Trip and Confirmation Boston Tour. 

Items We Will Collect Include: 

 Anything you can wear (clothing, coats, scarves, hats, socks, shoes, purses, bags, belts, etc.) 

 Anything made of cloth (pillows, curtains, throw rugs, sheets, towels, blankets, comforters, quilts, random 
sock or mitten without a match,  etc.) 

 All materials can be in ANY condition. That INCLUDES: old, used, worn, ripped, stained, torn clothes, old 
cleaning rags, etc.  

*Tax donation forms will be available for those who make a donation.* 

We get paid per pound of donated items. So bring in those heavy old work boots and those heavy sheets you     

haven’t put on a bed in over 10 years!  

Your donation will support the Easter Seals, a nonprofit, community-based health agency dedicated to helping children 
and adults attain greater independence. They will be reselling their items at their consignment stores and all cloth items 
that cannot be sold will be recycled into carpet pads and other household items.  This fundraiser will also support our  
Mission Trip and Confirmation Boston Tour.  And it helps you by cleaning out your house and receiving a tax donation 
form. 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Image of God Women’s Conference 
WHO I AM 

Saturday, April 23, 9am-4pm. 

WNI is sponsoring the “Dare to Share” program for its February project. This   

program is coordinated by Kelley Smith and her students at Tallmadge HS. They collect food 
items to send home with students every Friday in their N.O.W. (Nutrition on the Weekend)   
backpacks. These backpacks include 2 breakfasts and 2 lunches with snacks for each student 
enrolled (currently # 45) in this program.  There is a ‘blue box’ in the Atrium for your donated 
items.  (A LIST OF SUGGESTED ITEMS IS ON THE WELCOME CENTER.)  The Dare to Share pro-
gram  also accepts cash/check donations made out to “Dare to Share” in order to purchase fresh produce 
(fruits and vegetables) to include in the weekend backpacks.  Place cash/checks in the WNI mailbox in the 
mailroom. 

March 11

Women's Fellowship Presents Diana's Delectable Chocolates

                                         Thursday, March 3rd, at 10:30am

       

http://www.imageofgod.org
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Lent & Easter 2016 
 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR WAYS TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH JOURNEY THIS LENT? 

On Sunday February 21st, stop by the Fellowship Hall to participate in our 
Prayer Stations at 11:00AM.   This is a wonderful way to try different types of prayer 
and to reflect on different areas that God is working in your life. Be sure to stop by! 
 
Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae (service of lights) is a re-telling of the Passion of 

Jesus through scripture and sacred hymns.  This service will be at 7:30 p.m. on March 24th.   
 
Good Friday, March 25th, the Sanctuary is open for personal meditation and communion from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 
Holy Saturday Vigil   March 26th 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. on March 27th 
 

Easter Celebration at 8:30 a.m.  and 10:00 a.m. on  March 27th

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Family Threat  -  The wife of Doug Conrad, an investigator, has been abducted and his entire family are also    
targets.  The worst family tragedy occurs as authorities try to find Conrad’s wife.  While under police protection, 
Conrad’s daughter disappears.  Conrad tries to figure out who might have a vendetta against him as authorities 
work furiously to find him. The story deals with solving the case as well as coping with deep loss.  
(www.lindalonsdorf.com)  

Charity:  Voice of the Martyrs 

Novels are available at the FCC library, and local branches of the Akron/Summit County Library.  Hardback and 
soft cover copies can be purchased on Amazon.com, through Xlibris Pub. Co., from the author on 5/16, and 
through Barnes and Noble, computer order only.   

See the WNI bulletin board for more information about Linda’s novels. 

Join us on May 16th for the WNI Program when local author Linda Lonsdorf will be the keynote 

speaker. 

Wheels4Change:  Remembrance Fitness Event;  to honor the men and women who sacrificed for our freedom. 

Sunday, February 28, 2016    

Kent State Student Recreation & Wellness Center   

Opening ceremony– 11:30 am 

Fitness event:  12– 2 pm 

  For two hours, participants can ride, walk/run, row, do yoga or kettle bell strength training as a physical                           
manifestation of our thanks to these courageous men and women.   

Sign up and fundraise at:  www.crowdrise.com/RemembranceFitnessEvent 

http://www.lindalonsdorf.com
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Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC) 

 Through our study of columbaria [pl.] we have learned the meanings of associated words.  The word 
columbarium  is derived from the word columbary [L.] meaning a nesting house for doves…which seems so 
appropriate since doves are associated with peace and love.  When a    person is cremated, the cremains may 
be placed in an urn .  An urn is not necessarily a decorative item, but rather a sealable container of a particu-
lar form, material, and size suitable for a niche.    Dependent upon columbarium design, niches may be 8X8 
or12X12- inch spaces in which one or two urns may be placed for perpetuity.  The service of interment is usu-
ally a small, private, peaceful  family event scheduled and planned with the minister of the church as offici-
ant. 

 Having a columbarium on First Congregational’s campus would extend its arc of care  by    offering 
congregants the opportunity to remain close to their beloved church as they “…remain in the house of the 
Lord forever.” 

                                 Who knows, we may learn more new words at our next meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 
2016 at 5:15 p.m. We will keep you apprised. 

You are invited to attend the Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry, Inc. (WJH) Third 
Annual Gala Dinner & Silent Auction on Thursday, April 7th from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at Guy’s Party Center, 500 Waterloo Rd., Akron.   Tickets are $50.00 and in-
clude dinner, an informational program and recognition of the Honor and Valor 
Courts in Canton, Akron, and Summit County, Ohio.  Supreme Court Justice, The 
Honorable Evelyn Lundberg Stratton, Retired will be our keynote speaker.  Our     
veteran speaker is Sgt. Andrew Mull, USMC who served in Beirut as a member of the 
Peace Keeping Force in 1983.  Mr. Mull is an active member of WJH. 

 
WJH is also accepting donations for our Silent Auction, Sponsor and Patron level donations.       
Sponsor level:  $5,000.00 (8 tickets); $3,000.00 (4 tickets); $1,000.00 (2 tickets).  Patron level:  
$500.00; $250.00; $100.00.  Your tax deductible donation will be publicly noted the evening of the 
event.  For the Silent Auction, gift cards/certificates,  baskets, and other new items are needed.     
Contact Jane Huffman, 330-633-9628. 
 
Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry was founded in 2005 at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, 
UCC through a group of veterans gathering to share their service stories to bring healing to the        
invisible wounds of war.  In 2006 the Executive Council voted to add Warriors’ Journey Home as a 
ministry of the church.  Since then Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry became incorporated and is  
registered as a 501c3 non-profit organization.  Presently there are WJH Healing Circles in Tallmadge, 
Wooster, Akron, and Berea with future Healing Circles to start in Bainbridge, Ohio; Fredrick, Mary-
land; Augusta, Georgia; and Newark, New Jersey.  There is a Warriors’ Journey Home Healing Circle 
model being utilized in the Ukraine; and a sister organization “All The Way Home” in Columbia,    
Missouri.  In 2013 The Rev. Dr. John Schluep and The Rev. Gary Friend co-authored a General Synod 
Resolution urging congregations to become veteran friendly and sensitive to the issues of returning 
veterans.  In 2015 Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry conducted a workshop at the General Synod held 
in Cleveland, Ohio and provided a vendor’s information booth.  Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry has 
provided workshops and educational programs to recovery treatment centers, hospice and palliative 
care, universities and philanthropic community service organizations.   
 
The establishment of Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry would not be possible without the support 
and cooperation of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC.  Your support, as well as that of 
the City of Tallmadge, has proven to be a wonderful example of what God can do when people work 
together for the common good.  The mission of WJH is to Embrace the Warriors’ Journey through 
education and healing ceremonies.

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

   Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, March 14th at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon 
Room.  We are still welcoming new members to this heartfelt     ministry.  Please join us to re-
new or learn knitting or crocheting skills.  If your talents aren't in needlework, you can still sup-

port the Prayer Shawl/ Baptism Blanket ministry by preparing the shawls for  delivery or donating church pro-
gram gift cards for JoAnn's or Michael's to be used toward the purchase of yarn.   

 

The Congregators will be meeting Tuesday March 1st at 12 noon at Brimfield Family Restaurant  on 
route 18.    Questions?  Contact Julie Long at  330-926-0527 

Directory Update 
We are still finishing up the final details on the directory. We are sorry for the delays.  Hopefully,  in early 
March we will have a proof copy to examine.  Once we have approval for the final copy and return it to Life 
Touch, we have been told it will take approximately one month to receive our books.   
As you know, if you were photographed you will receive a complimentary directory.  And if you submitted a 
picture or wanted your picture used from the last directory, you too will receive a copy.   However, if you 
were NOT photographed but would like a copy of the directory, you may purchase one for $10.  The office will 
need to have your check by March 10, 2016 in order to secure a copy for you.  If you have any questions you 
may call Kim Fulton.  330-958-1779.  

News from Family Promise: 
 

Our hosting week with Northwest Church was the week of January 3rd; it went very well.  We had 3 
families, 3 adults and 4 children, ages range from 2 years to 12 years old.  Very nice families,     
working, coming in late from work, but trying to make a living.  The best of luck to all of them. 
 

Our wonderful volunteers were, Janet McCauley, Ken Caldwell, Linda Kester, Helen McKee, Marilyn 
Wade, Ronda Read, Kim/Gary Fulton, Tim Burns, and Jim/Betty Cottrill.  They do such a fantastic 
job, which makes the week go so smoothly.  Just want  to thank everyone so much, to the cooks, the 
evening host, team leaders, and overnighters (Kim and Gary), for being so adaptable to any situation 
that came up.    THANK YOU, THANK YOU. 
 

Our next hosting week will be March 20th. 
 

Our Empty Bowl Evening at Woodridge High School was held January 29th, and raised (tentative) 
$5,000 for Family Promise.  We had an excellent turn out, good food, and there were many beautiful 
bowls to choose from.  The Ceramic Class made the bowls and the FCCLA Club made the food 
which consisted of 5 soups, salad, bread, and desserts, which were all very good.  Thanks to       
everyone who went and enjoyed the evening.   
 

Thanks for all that you do for Family Promise. 
Betty 
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BOOKMARKS  

Hello to everyone, 

We finally got winter.  We have been given two new books that I feel you will enjoy.  The first one will really 
interest the sports fans and especially fans of Ohio State.  It is the book by Urban Meyer entitled “Above the 
Line.”  He explains great leadership skills and how to motivate people.  He has a true passion for teaching his 
football team how to be trusting of each other, have total commitment, and be true to oneself.  This is the 
message this books gives, and in terms and lessons we can all understand in order to be a better person. 

The second book is by Randall Gehres entitled, “Meanderings with Grace.”  I really liked this book.  Pastor 
Gehres takes an ordinary event which is sometimes humorous and views it as a religious experience.  For ex-
ample, he shares situations such as losing his cell phone, a problem with the parking brake, a goat in the Liv-
ing Nativity, and some of the more serious happenings in his life, and manages to show how God is connect-
ed to all of life.  This book is an excellent resource for devotionals. 

Blessings,  

Jo Hostutler 

 

I have noticed that folks are generally about as happy as they make up their minds to be.  
(Abraham Lincoln) 

Raise the Roof 

Valentine’s Day is an upcoming celebration of love that was created by the gift card and 
candy industries to create an atmosphere that would improve their product sales.  I 
daresay that most of us join in on this special holiday, I know that I do. 

It is a wonderful thing to celebrate love.  Let’s take a step back several thousand years 
when an original celebration of love was brought forth by the birth and life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  The example of Christ and His teachings is the basis of the United Church of 
Christ.  We possess a fantastic heritage of this here at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge. 

It is with this thought in mind that we pen this article this month.  From the time of David Bacon to the pre-
sent, we have been blessed to have a church, a congregation, dedicated to making a difference within our 
community.  We should be proud of this positive presence we command. 

Now it is up to us to preserve the structural integrity of our church building to insure that it survives into the 
future for our next generations.  We, as a congregation, need to push forward to finish the Raise the Roof 
fund raising.  Please dig down deep and encourage others to donate with a joyous heart so that we may 
meet our goal.  

Members of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Stewardship will be available by the Raise the Roof dis-
play following each Sunday church service to answer any questions you may have. 

Yours in Christ, 

Richard P. Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship   
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian  & Ed Belisle 
Tom & Nancy Bowers 
Margaret  Bumpass 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta Eriksen 
Sue Gasaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Joan Haby 

Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
Alisa Kemph 
Dolores Koneval 
Zack Koop 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Bobby Manley 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s   
Mother) 
Gary Rambler  
William Saathoff 
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Ken Speicher 

Charles Stayshich 
Gary Taylor 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Gloria & Dan Tronge 
Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Kathy Welsh (Mike Collins’ cousin) 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it 
in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call   
Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Sincere sympathy to Dorothy Kalbfleisch and family on the loss of her husband, John. 
John Kalbfleisch passed away on January 22, 2016.  A memorial service was held January 31, 2016 at First    
Congregational Church.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
 
Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Lois Frazier.  Lois passed away on February 7, 2016.  A  

memorial service was held on February 15th at  First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.                                                    

The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

. 
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Easter Flowers Order Form -- 2016 
 

As is our tradition, on Easter Sunday (March 27) we adorn the Chancel with beautiful flowers.  This year we are offering 
a selection of colorful potted spring flowers along with the traditional Easter Lilies.  The cost is $7.50 per plant.  Please 
complete this form, then bring it to the church office or place it into the offering plate on Sunday morning.  Checks may 
be made out to First Congregational Church.  

         The last day to order will be Sunday, March 13th.         Thank you, Kim Fulton (330-733-3542) 
 
 

Name __________________________________________              Phone No. (330)_____________________ 

 
# of Easter Lilies  __________    
 

# of Tulips  __________ 
 

# of Daffodils  __________   Total amount enclosed    $ __________________ 
 

# of Daisies   __________ 
 

# of Begonias  __________ 
 

Message ________________________________________________________________ 
 

           ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check one:              Pick up Flowers _______          Donate your Flowers ________   
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Easter Special Music Donation - 2016   
 

For Easter, we have traditionally invited a brass quintet to participate in the worship services.  The Special Music      
Memorial Fund provides monies for our guest instrumentalists.  Contributions can be made to this fund as a  memorial 
or honorary gift.  If you wish to do so, please fill out this form, then bring it to Nancy in the church office or place it into 
the offering plate on Sunday morning. Checks may be made out to First Congregational Church.  Names of those       
honored will be listed in the bulletin. Forms must be returned to the office no later than Sunday, March 13th.             
Thank you, Nancy Lynn Robinson 
 
 
Name _______________________________________________________     
 
Phone No.   (330)________________________ 

 
Total amount enclosed    $ _________________ 
 
 
Message __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

February 28  Dr. John Schluep 

March  6 Dr. John Schluep 

March 13 Dr. John Schluep 

March 20 Rev.  Sarah Courtney 

March 24  Dr. John Schluep  (Maundy Thursday) 

March 27  Sunrise:  Rev. Sarah Courtney 
      8:30 & 10 a.m. Dr. John Schluep 

February 28  Jim & Jana Caplinger 

March  6   Fred & Annette Pederson 

March 13   David & Suzanne Kiewit 

March 20  Richard & Karen Thomason 

March 27  Ken & Diana Caldwell 

     Altar Flowers 
February 28  Pressler 

March 6  Kares, Cochran 

March 13 

March 20  Haynes 

March 27 

February 28  Terri Poff , Gary Marlow, Bill & Ann    
     Emmitt 

March  6  Jim & Dee West, Chris Bauch, Larry Robinson 

March 13  Angus McNair, Mark Bowers, Tim Burns, Gary Myers 

March 20  Jim & Dee West, Gray Myers, Bonnie Fordham 

March 27  Terri Poff, Bill & Ann Emmitt, Gary Marlow 

USHERS 

January 24 
8:30 am  28 
10 am    222 
 
January 31 
8:30 am  25 
10 am    207  
 
February 7 
8:30 am  53 
10 am    223 

February 10 (Ash Weds) 
12 Noon    29 
 7 pm         30  
 
February 14 
8:30 am   43 
10 am     198 
 
 

Acolytes 

February 28  Jesse Kanatzer, Nathan Mullins 

March  6 Nick Joyner, Cameron Kruger 

March 13 Jesse Kanatzar, Nathan Mullins 

March 20 Jesse Kanatzar, Cameron Kruger 

March 27 Katie Lally, Maddy Galloway 

General Operating Fund Note:  During January, 2016, receipts of $42,896 were $830 above the monthly expense 
budget.  Actual expenses for January were $41,130 leaving a surplus for the month of $1,767.  Having five Sundays in 
January helped considerably as we are now in the season of higher utility and maintenance costs. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular pur-
chases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP 
Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  
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March 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 

8:30                

Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

6 pm WJHM 

29 

.  

 7 pm Heritage 

1 

2 Congregators 

2pm Sr.                  

Advisory 

7:All God’s Chil-

dren 

 

2   9 Quilters 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers      

   6:30 Lenten 

study 

 

 

3 

10:30 WF pro-

gram & Lunch 

1:30 Bible study 

7:00 pm       

Chancel Choir 

4 

 

 

7-8:30  St. Patty’s 

day Trivia Night 

5 

 

6      First          

Communion 

8:10 Prayer 

group 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

4 pm Sr. Hi Fel-

lowship 

7 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

7 pm WNI Brd/ 

8 

 

6:30 Board Meet-

ings 

7:45 Exec. Coun-

cil 

9  

9 Quilters    

 

6:30 Lenten study 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

10 

1:30 Bible study 

6:00 Middle 

School Fellow-

ship 

7 pm Chancel 

Choir 

11 

2-3:30 pm      

Alzheimer's    

program 

12 

13  8:30                

Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

11:30 Sr Hi– 

Funeral home 

6 pm WJHM 

14 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

 

7 pm Heritage 

15 

 

 

6 pm Card  Mak-

ing 

16  9 Quilters 

6:30 Lenten study 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

 

17 

1:30 Bible study 

6:00 Middle 

School Fellow-

ship 

7 pm Chancel 

Choir 

18 

 

19 

 

20 Palm Sunday  
8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday 
School 

10:00 Worship 

4pm Sr. Hi 

21 

 

6:30 WNI Arty 

Party 

7 pm Heritage 

22 

 

23   9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

24   11WF  Brd. 
Meeting 

1:30 Bible study 

 

7:30  Maundy 
Thursday Service 

25 

Good Friday 
 
9-3 pm            
Sanctuary open 
for prayers 

26 

Holy Saturday 

27  EASTER 

7 am Sunrise 

 8:30 Worship 

10:00 Worship 

6 pm WJHM 

 

28 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7 pm Heritage 

29 

11 Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers     

support group 

30  9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

31  

11  WF Brd. 

6:00 Middle 

School Fellow-

ship 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: February 17 , 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

